A Nossa Padroeira- Nossa Senhora do Monte

No mês de Agosto realiza-se a maior festa de devoção popular do arquipélago da Madeira, conhecida como Arraial do Monte, sendo também célebre em todas as partes do mundo onde existam emigrantes Madeirenses. Além das promessas pagas na Igreja de Nossa Senhora do Monte, há festa popular com tasquinhas de comes e bebes e animação musical.

Nossa Senhora do Monte, ou simplesmente Monte, é uma freguesia do concelho do Funchal, com 18,65 km² de área e aproximademente 9,500 habitantes. A freguesia compreende uma das encostas norte do anfiteatro do Funchal. O centro socio-económico-cultural do Monte situa-se no Largo da Fonte e em seu redor, contendo várias tascas, a junta de freguesia, uma escola, um liceu, um pavilhão desportivo e a igreja que dá nome à freguesia. Um pouco a sul, na zona dos Marmeleiros, encontra-se o Centro de Saúde e o Hospital dos Marmeleiros. Perto do centro do Monte, na zona das Babosas, situam-se também os teleféricos com ligação à baixa do Funchal e ao Jardim Botânico.
Um dos pontos de interesse no Monte é a “descida em carro de cestos” . Originalmente um meio de transporte rápido para o Funchal, estas descidas apareceram em meados de 1850.
Actualmente ainda em uso, atraem centenas de turistas todos os anos para experimentar esta excitante descida a grande velocidade pelas estradas até ao Funchal. Estes cestos de vimes assentam em barras de madeira para melhor deslizarem são guiados e empurrados por dois homens tradicionalmente vestidos com roupas brancas de algodão e um chapéu de feltro e usam as suas botas de borracha como travões.
A viagem pela encosta até ao Funchal demora cerca de 10 minutos, num percurso total de 2 km, atingindo por vezes uma velocidade de 48 km/hora. Uma aventura à moda antiga que o transporta para a cidade desde o Monte é um contraste para a alta tecnologia do “Teleférico do Jardim Botânico” que vai para o Monte. A não perder.
Outra atração local é o Jardim Tropical do Monte. A vegetação deste Jardim tem sido aumentada com plantas vindas de todo o mundo. Foram já plantadas cerca de 100.000 espécies vegetais, entre azáleas, urzes, e árvores diferentes, para além da grande variedade de fetos. O jardim apresenta também uma colecção de cicas (encephalartos) que são consideradas fósseis vivos. Das 72 espécies conhecidas, este jardim conta com cerca de 60 variedades. 
Apresenta ainda um espaço dedicado à flora madeirense, no qual se encontram a maior parte das variedades da Laurissilva da Macaronésia, além de outras espécies em vias de extinção, como por exemplo o Pittosporum coriaceum, popularmente conhecido como "Mocano".
Quando visitando a Madeira, o Monte é um dos pontos que deve incluir na vossa passagem pela esta bela ilha conheçida como a Pérola do Atlantico, admirando a  sua fascinante paisagem. 
Our Patron Saint - Our Lady of Monte is one of the most traditional feasts, and certainly the largest in Madeira. It is incredible the amount of people who pay reverence to the Virgin Mary of Monte. The church of Monte is not very rich with regard to artistic works but it gathers some architectonic features, interior decorative elements and several paintings that make a visit worthwhile. This church is the destination of a procession that takes place every year on the 15th of August where the penitents climb up the 74 steps on their knees to redeem their promises or to beg for something for beloved ones.
Monte (Portuguese for mountain) is a parish in the district and a suburb of Funchal in the Madeira Island. The parish is also known as Nossa Senhora do Monte (Our Lady of Monte).

The population is approximately 9,500, and an area of 18.65 km². Monte is located a few kilometres east of Funchal. The main church is called Igreja de Nossa Senhora do Monte (1741), and is the burial place of Emperor Charles I of Austria, last of the Habsburg rulers of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, who died in exile on 1 April 1922. His last residence on the island was the Quinta do Monte close to the above church.
This small village perched up in the hills overlooking Funchal, was formerly a health resort for Europe's high society. The Austrian Emperor Charles I found exile on the island after having abdicated during the First World War. He and his family stayed in the historic ‘Quinta do Monte’, but only six months after his arrival he died of pneumonia. The ex-monarch was buried in the famous pilgrimage church ‘Nossa Senhora do Monte’ situated at the top of an impressive flight of stairs.

One of its long lost features was a rack railway, which connected Monte with Funchal. Unfortunately, due to a shortage of steel to help fuel the war against the Nazis in the Second World War, the track was dismantled and the train taken out of service. Vestiges of the railway can still be seen today, particularly at the bottom of the hill where the original base station still exists.
Presently, Monte can be accessed by gondola lift, which was first opened nearly 100 years after the opening of the rack railway. The departing station is located in downtown Funchal. The length of the cable car line is 3,718 metres (12,200 ft); the height difference is 560 metres (1,800 ft) and the journey time (one way) 15 min. The line has over 39 cabs with 8 seats each carrying 800 passengers per hour.]
There are several words synonymous to Monte and ‘toboggan ride’ is surely one of them! Originally a fast means of transport down to Funchal for people living in Monte, these toboggan sledges appeared around 1850.Still in use today, they attract thousands of tourists every year who want to make this exciting experience of sliding at high speed on narrow, winding streets down to Funchal. These two-seater wicker sledges glide on wooden runners, pushed and steered by two men traditionally dressed in white cotton clothes and a straw hat, using their rubber-soled boots as brakes. The downhill journey to Funchal is made in about 10 minutes on a total course of 2 km, reaching at times a speed of 48 km/hour. Adventurous, yet safe, an ‘old-fashioned’ toboggan ride to make your way down from Monte is the perfect contrast to the high-technology 'Botanical Garden Cable Car' going up to Monte. Don’t miss out on it!
Another touristic attraction is the tropical gardens in Monte (Jardins Tropicais do Monte) which have fountains, statues and sculptures as well as spectacular plants and trees. Monte Tropical Gardens is a great day out. Best accessed via the cable car from the "old town," give yourself most of the day from start to finish. Also, if it is a cool day in Funchal, take a jumper or extra layer as not only is it cooler up in Monte but most of the walks are shaded by the exotic plants.
However, Monte Tropical Gardens are so much more than just "gardens." Throughout the maze of walks you will find a subtle exhibition of tiles representing several eras and coming from palaces, churches, chapels and private houses throughout the former Portuguese empire. Add to this, a museum of African sculpture, a magnificent former home, statues, peacocks, to mention just a few features....!The African museum of sculpture is amazing. You don't have to be a fan of African art to enjoy the exhibits and the fantastic effort in display.
To highlight the influence of the Portuguese on the Orient over 200 years, there are the two oriental gardens created in an attempt to recreate that culture, linked to Buddhism, with its respect for Nature and its highly symbolic elements.

When visiting Madeira, please include Monte as one of your stops and appreciate its fascinating landscape, with its high mountains and deep valleys covered by exotic vegetation and colorful flowers.
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